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Successful Smolt Trapping Season on the River Avon

Left: The graph shows a good correlation
between the midnight river level and the
numbers of smolts running

The smolts traps were removed from the River Avon on the
23rd May after a successful trapping season. A total of 14,074
juvenile salmon were captured along with 731 trout.
Processing the data and reading the scales from such a large
number of fish is time consuming, therefore the full report
will not be available until later in the year. The average
recapture rate for salmon was 11.9% which gives a run

estimate of around 118,000. However, during the main run
the recapture rates were higher, with lower rates at the start
and end of the run. Upon completion of the analysis, a final
estimate of the smolt run will be published showing the
potential range in smolt output. We would like to thank
Ballindalloch Estate, and especially Steve Brand for hosting
the trap and for all their assistance.

Biologists team up with Ghillies at the
Tommore Burn
Our Biologists enjoyed an evening with a group of the Spey
ghillies on 17th June to monitor the stocking carried out in
2013 on the Tommore Burn (a tributary of the Avon).
The ghillies had fin clipped all the parr stocked in the burn for
easy recognition and the burn was stocked upstream of an
impassable culvert. A total of 22 fin clipped parr were found
in a stretch of the burn about 30m long in the first site and
their sizes ranged from 72mm to 103mm. Judging by the size
of the fin clipped fish they are all likely to smolt as two year
olds next year.

Electro-fishing the Tommore Burn with the Spey ghillies
and the density of salmon parr at both sites was higher this
year than that recorded in 2013.

Seeing the results of their efforts was very satisfying for all and
no doubt every grilse in 2016, and every salmon in 2017 and
The plan was to repeat two of the monitoring sites surveyed in even 2018 will be examined very carefully for the absence of
2012 and 2013. None of the fish stocked in 2012 were found an adipose fin!
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School Pupils excited to see their
Salmon in the Wild

“The pupils love to see what lives in the wild.”

Jenna Smith, 11, said: “We learned about the lifecycle of the
salmon and how they adapt and the changes that they go
The ‘Salmon in the Classroom’ project has continued with through.”
three schools taking part this year within the Spey Catchment
(Rothes Primary, Inveravon Primary and Milne’s Primary at
Fochabers).
The pupils enjoyed seeing some of the fish that they had
released into their local burns where they were able to
observe the growth rate and morphology in their natural
habitat.
Hazel MacDonell, Rothes P7 class teacher, said: “This is the
second time we have been involved in the Spey Fishery Board
Salmon in the Classroom project.”
“I think the pupils have got more out of it this year as they
understand the implications more.”
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Pupils from Milnes Primary School enjoying their ‘new
classroom’ with Assistant Biologist, Polly Burns

Ranunculus Reaches Tipping Point
With low water and a warm summer experienced in 2013, Ranunculus often becomes established in a zone along the
followed by a mild winter with stable river levels, it was riverbank, making landing fish a difficult task. It has also had a
inevitable that the ranunculus would thrive this year.
negative impact on the fresh water pearl mussels and juvenile
salmon, two of the four species for which the Spey is a
Ranunculus is not a recent invasive to the Spey as it has been
designated Special Area of Conservation (SAC) river.
here for around 40 years. However, ghillies throughout the
river are having to spend a lot of time hand pulling ranunculus Ranunculus used to be controlled by the herbicide,
just to keep fishing areas clear. With the plant growing so Midstream. However, in 2002 the European Commission
profusely this year it has become time consuming.
banned the use of diquat (which is the active ingredient in
Midstream) in watercourses. Since then, we have not been
able to control Ranunculus by any chemical means.
More recently, a joint approach by the Spey, Dee and Don
Boards has led to the development of a project to conduct a
trial of Roundup Pro-Biactive and Topfilm on the River Don,
which is a non-SAC river. After application, water samples will
be taken from each site for analysis to test the levels of
Glyphosate (the active ingredient in Roundup). The trial has
been given the go-ahead by Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH)
and the Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) and
an experimental licence is expected to be issued for the trial
to take place in July this year.
We will report more on this in due course.
Ranunculus established along a river bank on the Spey

WILD FISHERIES REVIEW

Scotland; Scottish Federation of Coarse Angling; Scottish
Anglers National Association; and the Atlantic Salmon Trust.

In January 2014, the Scotland’s First Minister, Alex Salmond,
announced that an independent review of the Wild Fisheries
management system in Scotland would be conducted during
2014. This follows the Aquaculture and Fisheries Act 2013
and a Scottish National Party manifesto commitment.
The aims of the review are to:

Discussions to date have focussed on the establishment of a
central Wild Fisheries Unit within an existing public sector
organisation (possibly Marine Scotland) and led by a senior
official (possibly a “Wild Fisheries Commissioner”) who will
report to Ministers. The Unit is likely to include members of
Marine Scotland, SEPA and SNH who will lead and deliver
national priorities.



Develop and promote a modern, evidence-based
management system for wild fisheries, fit for purpose
Practical delivery though, will be via local Fishery
in the 21st century and capable of responding to the
Management Organisations (FMOs). These will provide the
changing environment.
heart of the new system, with a strong emphasis on

To manage, conserve and develop our wild fisheries to decentralisation and local empowerment within a national
maximise the sustainable benefit of Scotland’s wild framework. These FMOs will need to fulfil most of the
fish resources to the country as a whole and functions currently undertaken by both Fishery Boards and
Trusts/Foundations and will need to have the critical mass to
particularly to rural areas.
do so effectively. To assist this, the Review Panel is working
The Review Panel
to define “Approved Body Status” for FMOs, which is likely to
The Chair of the Review Panel is Andrew Thin, the former include arrangements to ensure openness and
chair of Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH). Other members of accountability, effective management planning and delivery
the Panel include: Jane Hope, former Chief Executive of the capacity, as well as core skills and competences. Continuing
Cairngorms National Park; and Michelle Francis, Board professional development and training, for both the staff and
Member of the Scottish Environmental Protection Agency board members of FMOs, are also being considered.
and Director of Sustainability Catalyst Ltd. They will be
supported by a Technical Advisory Group (TAG) drawn from
Marine Scotland Science, Scottish Natural Heritage, Scottish
Environment Protection Agency and the Institute of Fisheries
Management.

One of the biggest challenges facing the Review Panel is that
of funding for the new system. It seems likely that core
funding will continue to be raised via the salmon assessment
system, possibly set locally, but collected through a single
national system. Additional sources of funding, possibly
Timescale
through a fishing licence, are also being explored, as are
The Review began on 3 March 2014 and is expected to dedicating funds raised to supporting new young anglers and
conclude on the 17th September of this year, with a final increasing wider participation.
report delivered to the Minister for Environment and Climate
Change, Paul Wheelhouse, by early October. The Minister The next Review Panel meeting will take place on 21st July
will then consider any recommendations made and consult where draft recommendations will be considered. In the
on any subsequent proposals to implement a new meantime, written submissions to the Review Panel may be
made up to the 15th July. Submissions can be sent to: Wild
management regime.
Fisheries Review, Area 1B, Victoria Quay, EDINBURGH, EH6
Discussions
6QQ or via email to:
Since 1st April, Andrew Thin has held over 50 meetings wildfisheriesreview@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
across Scotland with a variety of Stakeholders. These have
included fisheries managers and leading members from: the Further details can be found by visiting the Scottish
Association of Salmon Fishery Boards; Rivers and Fisheries Government website at:
Trusts of Scotland; the Salmon Netting Association for www.scotland.gov.uk/wildfisheriesreview
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Hundreds of jobs linked to the fishing are underpinning the
local community.”
One of the key challenges facing game angling in Scotland is
SFB Operations Manager, Duncan Ferguson, was recently the age profile of those participating. Duncan said, “We need
recruited by the Scottish Gamekeepers’ Association as a to actively encourage the youth of today to learn to fish and
representative for the ghillies and its fishing members. His shoot and to be guardians of the countryside.”
wealth of knowledge stems from growing up as a The Scottish Gamekeepers’ Association is a highly respected
gamekeeper’s son, followed by 24 years working on the Spey. organisation and we are delighted that Duncan Ferguson has
Duncan’s practical hands-on management covers a large been invited to be their fisheries representative.
geographic area within the Spey Catchment, with 107 miles of
mainstem river and 560 miles of main tributaries forming a
total catchment span of 3000 square kilometres. During this
period it has brought him into daily contact with
governmental, environmental and non-governmental bodies
as well as anglers, landowners and other stakeholders. He
has already worked with other SGA members to ensure their
views are represented in the Scottish Government’s Wild
Fisheries Review. He said, “We need to work actively to look
after our rivers. Climate change and changing weather
patterns are big issues, with more rain and higher
temperatures predicted in the next 20 years.”

Scottish Gamekeepers’ Association
Strengthens its Fishing Presence

Duncan Ferguson (left) explains the Allt Lorgy river
“We have to work on a catchment scale approach, from the restoration project to Environment Minister, Paul
top of the mountain down the river, working with Wheelhouse (April 2013)
landowners, keepers, farmers and the agencies to futureproof what we have got.”
“The Spey brings millions of pounds a year to the area.

Dates for the Diary
Spey Fishery Board Meetings:

Friday 15th August at 10:00am at the Craigellachie Hotel, Victoria Street, Craigellachie, AB38 9SR

Friday 21st November at 10:00am at the Craigellachie Hotel.
Members of the public are invited to attend as observers, but are requested to give notice to the Board’s Administrator,
Sally Worsdall, by telephone on 01340-810841, or by email at admin@speyfisheryboard.com.
Spey Fishery Board Public Meeting:

Tuesday 28th October at 7:00pm. Venue: Fleming Hall, 87 High Street, ABERLOUR AB38 9QB
Due to limited places, booking is essential. Please advise the Spey Fishery Board’s Administrator, by 13th October if you
wish to attend the public meeting.
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