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The Spey Fishery Board Appoint
New Chairman
During its meeting on the 16th May 2014, the Spey Fishery
Board elected Brian Doran to be its new Chairman. Brian is the
Mandatory for Craigellachie Fishings and succeeds Alan
Williams, who had announced last year that he would be
stepping down after more than eight years in post.

SFB Chairman
Brian Doran

Born and brought-up in Fife, Brian
returned to Scotland about ten years
ago. This followed a successful career in
the aviation industry and he is
currently Chairman of an aerospace
engineering company in the Midlands.
He said, “I am delighted to be
appointed as Chairman of the Board.
We are facing a number of complex and
challenging issues and I look forward
very much to getting more involved in
facilitating the way we address these.”

Joint Fisheries Patrol Tackles Poaching!
SFB Head Bailiff, Richard Whyte, undertook a joint fisheries
enforcement patrol on Loch Ness with the Ness District
Salmon Fishery Board and Police Scotland on 3rd May 2014.
The purpose of the patrol was to engage with the angling
community, who were fishing from boats or from the shores,
to ensure compliance with the Salmon and Freshwater
Fisheries (Consolidation) Scotland Act 2003.
Police Wildlife Crime Officer, PC Cailean Macleod explained,
“By working in partnership with the Water Bailiffs, Police
Scotland can tackle more effectively those involved in
poaching who are often involved in other forms of rural
criminality. This enables Police Scotland to keep the
communities we serve safer.”
SFB Director Roger Knight said, “It was the first time for many
years that boats had been checked on Loch Ness and
demonstrates how the pooling of resources can lead to
effective enforcement.”

The Spey Fishery Board is particularly grateful to Alan Williams
for the significant contribution he has made to the Board’s
work since becoming Chairman in August 2005. During this
time he also Chaired the Association of Salmon Fishery Boards
for three years. He said, “I am proud of the organisation that
the Spey Fishery Board has become and I am grateful to the
proprietors for their support over the years. I wish Brian Doran
every success as he steers the Board through some interesting
times ahead.” Although he has stepped down as Chairman,
Alan will be remaining as a Member of the Board.
FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: Richard Whyte (Spey Fishery Board),
PC Cailean Macleod (Police Scotland) and Chris Conroy
(Director, Ness District Salmon Fishery Board)
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Doubling-up Rotary Screw Traps on the
River Avon

Sampling only a small fraction of the run, (the trap was only
1.8 metres wide in a river channel measuring over 20 metres
in width) a decision was made to deploy a 4’ rotary screw trap
alongside the 6’ trap to double the effort.

A 6’ Rotary Screw Trap was installed on the River Avon from
the 12th March to the 23rd May to quantify the size of the
smolt run. The trap was checked each morning to record the
numbers of fish and their sizes, but also to mark a sample of
smolts with a temporary blue dye to monitor the re-capture
rate, before they were returned to the river. By the 1st April
the spring temperature rose to 7.2 ̊C and the first silver smolt
entered the trap measuring 142mm. By 7th April the river
level rose by 1ft following snow melt in the Cairngorms, which
brought the first good catch of smolts with a total of 295
salmon and 16 trout, although the re-capture rate was only
1.5%.

With the second trap in place, the catch numbers gradually
increased from mid April. The peak catch occurred on the 7th
May when 1750 salmon were recorded in the trap. Analysis of
the results are still underway but salmon smolt production in
the Avon appears to be reasonably healthy.

Building the 6’ Rotary Screw Trap

Salmon pre-smolt 97mm

The general sizes of the salmon smolts ranged from 90 up to
140mm, however one ‘jumbo’ smolt measured 168mm!
Fortunately this spring had given relatively low water
conditions, without any big spates, which had been ideal for
the required trapping conditions.

In position on the River Avon

4’ Rotary Screw Trap now added alongside the 6’ trap

Spey Riverside Park Completed
Works by the Spey Catchment Initiative to create a riverside path network on the banks of the River Spey at Aviemore are
now complete. The Aviemore Countryside Park is now open with its network of footpaths, protective fencing and 1500
newly planted trees.

Aviemore Countryside Park trees planted

Diageo help secure the future for the Spey
Catchment Initiative
Diageo’s Operations Director (East), Fiona Jones, presented a
cheque for £10,000 to Director of the Spey Fishery Board,
Roger Knight, on behalf of the Spey Catchment Initiative at
the Cardhu Distillery at Knockando on 6th May 2014.

Countryside Park fencing and path completed
strength of the Spey Catchment Initiative lies in its ability to
facilitate public/private partnership working in order to get
things done. Since its inception in 2010, the Initiative has
undertaken nearly £500,000-worth of environmental
projects. It is now ideally placed to continue to deliver a
programme of improvements and education that will benefit
not just the Spey catchment, but also those that live in, work
in or visit it, for many years to come. We are delighted to
welcome Diageo as the latest partner in this exciting
venture.”

The Initiative has enjoyed considerable success over the past
three years, delivering a range of projects. Some of these
have focussed on river restoration and the enhancement of
fish habitat, whilst others have improved access and
enjoyment of the River Spey for local communities. The
financial support from Diageo and the other partners has
enabled the Initiative to continue for another three years.
This will allow a host of other projects to be undertaken to
improve the River Spey Catchment. Fiona Jones, Diageo’s
Operations Director (East) said: “We are delighted to
support the Spey Catchment Initiative and to be part of a
fantastic partnership which is working to preserve and
enhance the Speyside environment. The quality of the
environment we enjoy here in Speyside and across Scotland
is incredibly important to Diageo and to the Scotch Whisky
LEFT TO RIGHT: Neil McDougall (Environment Manager,
industry in general and that’s why we are so pleased and Diageo), Jennifer Heatley (Scottish Natural Heritage), Liz
Henderson (Project Officer – Spey Catchment Initiative),
proud to be associated with this initiative.”
Roger Knight (Director – Spey Fishery Board), Fiona Jones
Spey Fishery Board Director, Roger Knight stated, “The (Diageo’s Operations Director – East)
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Speyside Pupils raise Salmon
in the Classroom
Each year, three schools within the Spey catchment are given
the opportunity to raise salmon eggs in their classroom until
they hatch and develop into alevins (juvenile salmon with the
egg sac still attached). The schools who took part this year
were Rothes Primary, Inveravon Primary and Milne’s Primary
in Fochabers. Once the young fish had reached the
appropriate stage, pupils were able to release the alevin into
local burns, where they could continue to develop in their
natural habitat.

In addition to eggs in the classroom, pupils were given a lesson
on salmon, the different stages of their complex lifecycle and
the ecosystem of the Spey. Polly Burns, SFB Assistant Biologist
and co-ordinator of the education programme, explained,
“The next step will be to electro-fish the area where the
salmon were released to assess the juvenile population and it
will also give pupils the opportunity to observe the growth
rate and morphology. Previous years have shown this
experience is not one easily forgotten, many of the pupils
expressed excitement at the idea of one of ‘their’ salmon
being caught in the future. It is also great to see schools and
pupils taking such an active interest in their local environment
and putting so much enthusiasm into looking after these
salmon.”

LEFT: Milne Primary Pupils ready to release their
salmon into the burn

Gordon Castle Highland Games and
Country Fair 2014
The Spey Fishery Board and Spey Foundation operated a
stand at the Gordon Castle Highland Games Event which was
held on Sunday 18th May and attended by approximately
8000 visitors. From the information stand, Educational
leaflets were available on topics which included: Invasive
plants; Non-Native Species such as North American Signal
Crayfish and Mink; and protection of Freshwater Pearl
Mussels. The Spey Fishery Board also displayed its patrol
boat and Head Bailiff, Richard Whyte, was on hand to explain
its role in finding illegal fishing nets.

ABOVE: SFB Head Bailiff, Richard Whyte explains
the different types of nets found along the coast

Dates for the Diary
The next Spey Fishery Board Meetings will take place on Friday 15th August and Friday 21st November at 10:00. Further
information and confirmation of the venues will be available nearer to the dates on the Spey Fishery Board website at
www.speyfisheryboard.com.
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