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Environment Minister Visits the Allt Lorgy Project
Over the winter the Allt Lorgy site
was deer fenced with the help of the
bailiffs to enable regeneration of the
site to take place. Natural regeneration
is being supplemented with the
planting of some 5000 additional
native species trees which have been
generously donated by the Woodland Trust. On 29th
April, Paul Wheelhouse, Environment Minister, visited
the site and helped to plant the first of these trees along
with P6/7 pupils from Carrbridge Primary School.

Paul Wheelhouse with children from Carrbridge Primary School
and completed fence work along Achnahannet Burn (inset).

Public Meeting at Aberlour

The Spey Fishery Board will be holding a public meeting at the Fleming Hall in Aberlour
on Thursday 5th September at 7pm. All are welcome to come along.

Achnahannet Burn Project
A £45,000 riparian enhancement project has been
undertaken by the Spey Catchment Initiative (Liz
Henderson, Project Officer and Duncan Ferguson,
Operations Manager) at the Allt Mor, Achnahannet
burn confluence with the River Dulnain. The aim
has been to improve water quality and enhance the
riparian and in stream habitat by separating livestock
from the watercourse and removing the diffuse
pollution. 6km of fencing has been erected, with the
help of the bailiffs and new stock watering points
installed including the first solar powered trough
in the Highlands. 5000 trees will now be planted in
pockets throughout the site to stabilise the banks,

improve the riparian ecosystem and provide pockets
of riverbank shade. This project has been made
possible by funding through government ‘shovel
Ready’ funds, the Woodland Trust and the work
of Spey Fishery Board personnel.
If you would like to receive any
advice or help with improving the
habitat of your burn, please contact
Duncan Ferguson, Spey Fishery
Board Operations Manager by email
at d.ferguson.spey@btconnect.com
or by telephone on 07823 334747
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Salmon goes to School 2013
The ‘Salmon Go To School’ project has been underway
on the Spey for over 13 years and throughout that time
nearly all the schools within Speyside have been visited.
The project, which is led by the Spey Foundation and the
Spey Fishery Board, provides pupils with an insight into
the ecology of salmon and other fish species and
demonstrates the importance of fishing to the local
community through a range of hands on practical projects
such as operating a classroom hatchery, bugs and beastie
hunts, river visits and fishing days. A Riverbank resource
box is also available to help teachers deliver the project.
Three primary schools have participated so far this
year, Aberlour, Rothes and Tomintoul. Pupils at each
school received an illustrated talk by Spey Foundation
biologist, Bob Laughton, and then took charge of a
classroom hatchery with around 200 salmon eggs. The
pupils then looked after the eggs ensuring the water
temperature remained cold and any dead ones were
quickly removed. Each school successfully hatched their
valuable offspring and studied the development through
from salmon egg, to alevin and then fry. When the fry are
ready to release back into the river, the pupils carefully
transported their fry to a nearby burn and wished them
well as they began the next step in their epic journey.
The project offers a great opportunity to teach the
youngsters about what goes on in their rivers and also
helps people understand the Spey Foundation’s role
in the research and management of the River Spey.”

Aberlour Primary School ready to release fry into the Linn Burn

Bob Laughton explains the release process

The ‘Salmon goes to School’ project helped to steer
two former pupils onto work within the fishery industry:

Toby Kirkwood
Toby Kirkwood attended Inveravon Primary School,
where he took part in the Salmon Project in 1996/1997.
Toby went on to study at Heriot-Watt University,
Edinburgh, where he achieved 2.2 Bsc in Applied
Marine Biology. Toby spent the last 2 summers
working as an assistant Biologist for the Spey
Foundation to gain work experience. Toby advised,
“I hope to be working within the offshore renewable
energy sector and apply what I have learnt from my
degree to the job, such as, understanding the
environmental implications of such developments
and how they may be mitigated.”

Toby Kirkwood (centre) Electrofishing with Spey Foundation
Team September 2012

Sean Dugan
Sean Dugan also took part in the Salmon project whilst
attending Abernethy Primary School in 1999 and
entered a SFB drawing competition in 2000. When
asked about the project he said, “’Salmon Go To
School’ was a fantastic opportunity for the pupils of
Abernethy Primary School, and all of my classmates
enjoyed, and learned a lot from it. I remember it was
mentioned that the ‘Salmon goes to School’ project is
one of the most important initiatives that the SFB is
involved in. I can certainly say that this, along with
further employment with the SFB, has helped me learn
about the catchment, and also given me a springboard
into a career in freshwater management. I hope that
many other youngsters in Speyside can begin learning
about their rivers and burns, and benefit from The
Salmon Go To School Project.”

Sean worked with Bob Laughton as an assistant at
the SFB then studied Geography at St Andrews. He
explained, “I was extremely grateful to Bob, Brian
and The Spey Foundation for providing me with the
data to use for my dissertation, which focused on
juvenile salmon of the Spey catchment. I am also
thankful to Bob for mentoring and supporting me
throughout the project.”
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Dissertation Field Work with Spey Foundation
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Glenbeg Burn Habitat Restored
After a wait of twenty years, baffles have been installed
through the Glenbeg Burn culvert on the A95 south of
Grantown, to improve fish passage. The Spey Fishery
Board organised the baffles in cooperation with
Transport Scotland. The installation of the baffles had
originally been promised when the culvert was built in
1993/4.
In conjunction with the fitting of the fish pass, the
habitat along the burn below the road was fenced and
a water supply provided using funding donated by
the Salmon Fishing Forum. Spey ghillie, Jock Royan,
organised an auction via the forum with the funds
donated to the Spey for habitat restoration works.

From left: Duncan Ferguson, Spey Fishery Board Operation
Manager; Grant Mortimer; Liz Henderson, Spey Catchment
Initiative; Hugh Adcock, President Spey Angling Improvement
Association and Brian Shaw, Spey Foundation Biologist at the
Glenbeg Culvert.

Bio-Security

Brian Shaw, SFB Biologist gives a bio-security demonstration
to the ghillies

The Spey ghillies were given a bio-security
demonstration by Brian Shaw, SFB Biologist, at the
disinfection station, located at Brae Beat 5, Gordon
Castle. The evening, hosted by the Spey Fishery Board,
combined a social event with a BBQ and a dram (which
was kindly donated by Gordon Castle and Delfur
Fishings) together with topics of discussion including
the control of invasives.

Bob moves on after 25 years as Spey Biologist!
Bob Laughton joined the Spey Research Trust in February 1988 as Biologist, and
he has now moved on to take up his full-time post as Director to The Findhorn,
Nairn and Lossiemouth Fishing Trust.
As a tribute to the 25 years of work for the Spey Research Trust and Spey
Foundation, Roger Knight, Director, presented a silver Quaich, on behalf of the
Spey Fishery Board and staff, to thank Bob for all his hard work over the years and
to wish him success in the future.
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Roger Knight (left) presenting a
silver Quaich to Bob Laughton
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