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Salmon Season begins on the Spey

Above: Stuart Martin catching the first fish of the season
Picture left-right: Alan Sinclair, Piper, Roger Knight, Rev. Morris
Smith, Jim Walker, Kevin James

The Spey Fishery Board were delighted that James (Jim)
Walker from Walkers Shortbread officially opened the Salmon Fishing Season for the River Spey on Monday 11th February at Alice Littler Bridge in Aberlour. Jim Walker has been a
keen angler from a young age and has fond memories of fishing around Aberlour.
As keen anglers and visitors gathered at the footbridge in
Alice Littler Park in Aberlour for the Opening Ceremony, a
prayer and blessing were given by Rev. Morris Smith. A bottle
of 12-year-old Aberlour Single Malt Scotch Whisky was then
poured into the River Spey by last year’s winner of the Anniversary Quaich, Kevin James and our Guest of Honour Jim
Walker as a toast to bring luck to all those in pursuit of the
elusive Spring Salmon, accompanied by Piper Alan Sinclair.

The ‘Anniversary Quaich’ was later awarded to Stuart Martin
who caught the first salmon of the 2019 season at 4.05pm on
the Arndilly Beat with a fabulous 24lb fish. The prize for the
heaviest Salmon was subsequently awarded to Scott Mellis,
who also became the first winner of the Heron trophy by
landing the first fish on the fly from the Aberlour Water.
Prizes which included a bottle of Aberlour Wooden Boxed 12
Year Old Sherry Site Exclusive Whisky and a Walkers hamper
were presented to both winning anglers. The ghillies in
attendance, Keith MacLaren and Davy Brand, each received a
bottle of Aberlour 16 Year Old Single Malt Whisky and a
Walkers hamper.
The Spey Fishery Board are very grateful to Walkers
Shortbread and the Aberlour Distillery for their continued
generous support of this event and also to Aberlour Bespoke
Catering, for the welcome provision of hot drinks and pastries at the ceremony.

Above Left: Jim Walker presenting Above Right: Roger Knight preprizes to Stuart & Keith
senting prizes to Scott & Davy
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The Atlantic Salmon Trust’s Missing Salmon Project
It’s time to solve the mystery of our missing salmon
Somewhere on their journey, wild salmon numbers are be-

The Spey Fishery Board’s Involvement

ing decimated. For every 100 salmon that leave our rivers for

The Spey Fishery Board (SFB) will be supporting the AST by

the sea, less than 5 return – a decline of nearly 70% in just

trapping smolts in Rotary Screw traps on the lower River

25 years.

Avon at Ballindalloch Castle. Six other river Boards/Trusts
around the Moray Firth are also taking part in the project.

What needs to be done?
It is time to solve the mystery of the missing salmon before
it’s too late. If we can find out what is happening on the
salmon’s journey from the headwaters of the rivers to the
sea, we can take steps to help increase survival.

Specialist teams from the AST will then insert tiny electronic
tags into these smolts, before releasing them to continue
their journey. These tagged smolts will then be detected as
they pass pre-placed receivers in the rivers and in their estuaries, as well as by arrays of receivers out in the Moray Firth.

The Missing Salmon Project

This will give us, for the first time, an indication of where we

This is why the Atlantic Salmon Trust (AST) has launched The

are losing our smolts during the initial stages of their jour-

Missing Salmon Project – a campaign to fund and raise

ney. Further details of the project can be found on the AST’s

awareness for a tagging and tracking project that will uncov-

website

er the secrets of the missing salmon, to help prevent further

salmon-project-your-questions-answered/

decline of this iconic species. The Missing Salmon Project will
be the largest acoustic tracking project for salmon in Europe
and will track smolts further than ever before. In Spring
2019, the tagging project will start its work in the Moray
Firth – the route taken by 20% of all salmon that leave the
UK. The lessons learned from the study in the Moray Firth
will provide valuable insights that are transferable to other
populations of salmon around the UK.

at:

http://www.atlanticsalmontrust.org/missing-

What can you do to help?
It’s vital that we raise the funds needed to support The Missing Salmon Project and to help us understand what is preventing wild salmon from returning to our rivers. If you are
able to help, please give us a donation. Further details can
be obtained from the SFB office on 01340-810841, or by
donating to the Atlantic Salmon Trust directly at: http://
www.atlanticsalmontrust.org/donate-now/

Dates for the Diary
Spey Fishery Board Meetings
To be held at 9:30 am at the Craigellachie Hotel, Victoria Street, Craigellachie, AB38 9SR on the following dates:
Friday 17th May, and Friday 16th August 2019
Members of the public are invited to attend as observers, but are requested to give notice to the Board’s
Administrator, by telephone on 01340-810841, or by email at admin@speyfisheryboard.com

Pupils Hooked on Salmon in the Classroom
The Salmon in the Classroom Project, led by the Spey Fishery
Board, provides pupils with an insight into the ecology of
salmon and other fish species. The pupils also learn about
the importance of fishing to the local community through a
range of hands-on practical projects such as operating a
classroom hatchery, invertebrate sampling and river visits.

Day two of the project occurs once the eggs have hatched,
when the pupils will carry them down to a nearby burn or
river where they will be released into the wild. Day three
involves another outdoor trip, back down to the river, where
the pupils will get a chance to see a demonstration of electrofishing and hopefully catch some of their fry. to see how
well they have grown. This project offers a great
opporEach year three schools are given the opportunity to take
tunity for outdoor learning and is something that the pupils
part and this year they were Carrbridge, Rothes and St Pewill remember for a long time.
ter’s (Buckie) Primary Schools. Pupils at each school received
an illustrated talk by John Trodden, a retired head teacher We are grateful to Walkers for sponsoring this educational
and member of the River Spey Anglers Association.
programme and for the significant assistance provided by
John Trodden in delivering it.
At the end of February, each of the schools were provided
with a refrigerated tank, into which 250 salmon eggs were
placed. The pupils monitor the eggs in the
classroom hatchery and study their development until they are ready to be released into their local burns as fry.
The project offers a great opportunity to
teach the youngsters about the habitat in
their local river.
Right: John Trodden
giving a presentation
to Carrbridge Pimary
School Pupils

Left: Assistant Biologist Steve
Burns giving a talk to Carrbridge
Primary School Pupils
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Look out for Tagged Spey Salmon
The Spey Fishery Board and Spey Ghillies are running a salmon tagging project to:



Determine the re-capture rate of released salmon
Provide information on the movements of rod-caught salmon

Ghillies along the river have been provided with tags, tagging equipment and training. Tagged fish could be recaptured anywhere in the river, even in other rivers, so we are asking all anglers to look out for fish carrying “Floy “ tags next to the dorsal
fin. Floy tags are vinyl coated, available in different colours and individually numbered.

Above: Picture of Salmon with Floy tag next to dorsal fin.

What should I do if I catch a tagged Fish?





Take a note of the Floy tag colour and number (take a good photo if possible)
Carefully release the fish
Contact the Spey Fishery board via the contact details below
Anglers reporting a tagged fish will receive
full details of the fish including original tagging place and date, as well as other information available

A full report on the tagging study will be published at the end of the season, including details of all fish caught and recaptured.
Thank you for your support!
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