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High Hopes for a Successful Season on the
Spey!
The salmon fishing season on the River Spey was opened on
the 11th February by Euan McIlwraith, BBC Presenter from
the television series ‘Landward’ and BBC Radio Scotland’s
‘Out of Doors’.
As keen anglers gathered at the footbridge at Alice Littler
Park in Aberlour for the Opening Ceremony, generously
sponsored again by Walkers and this year by the Aberlour
Distillery, a prayer and blessing were given by Minister
Shuna Dicks. A bottle of 12-year-old Aberlour Single Malt
whisky was then poured into the River Spey by Davy Leith,
who caught the first salmon in 2013, to the accompanying
sound of piper Alan Sinclair, and the 2014

season was declared officially open.
A prize-giving ceremony was held at the Aberlour Distillery
following the opening day competition. The ‘Anniversary
Quaich’ was awarded to Anne Cameron who caught the first
salmon at Delfur, together with a bottle of Aberlour
Bicentenary (limited edition) Single Malt Scotch Whisky and
a Walkers of Aberlour hamper. Ken Asher was awarded the
heaviest Salmon prize which weighed in at 9lbs, and was
awarded a bottle of Aberlour A’Bunadh and a Walkers
hamper. Ghillies in attendance, Grant Morrison and Tony
Green each received a bottle of Aberlour 18 Year Old Single
Malt Scotch Whisky and a Walkers hamper.

From left to right: Opening Ceremony, 2013 Winner Davy Leith pours the whisky, watched over by Euan McIlwraith and
piper, Alan Sinclair; Heaviest Salmon Winner, Ken Asher (left), Roger Knight (centre) and ghillie, Tony Green; 1st Salmon
Winner, Anne Cameron presented prizes by SFB Chairman, Alan Williams and pictured holding the Anniversary Quaich with
the Delfur ghillies.
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2013 Season Report
In common with many other Scottish Rivers this year, 2013
was a challenging year for Salmon fishing on the River Spey.
A long, cold winter, followed by drought conditions throughout the summer, presented anglers with trying conditions.
Nonetheless, on a positive note, anglers are returning more
fish and juvenile fish are thriving.
The low water throughout last summer created difficult
conditions for anglers, with water levels dropping close to
those seen during the 1976 drought. The Spey Fishery Board
has reported catches of Salmon and Grilse for the 2013
season (from the 11th February to the end of September) as
5,780, in comparison to the 7,490 caught for the same period
last year.

Despite the challenging conditions, though, anglers have
responded positively by returning more fish caught than ever
before. Throughout the season, 88% of all Salmon and Grilse
caught were released, an increase on the 85% returned for
the same period last year. Furthermore, the release rate for
the Spring Salmon, traditionally caught between February
and the end of April, was a highly impressive 92%.
SFB Director Roger Knight said, “Release rates in the Spey are
highly creditable. They are testimony to the conservationminded attitudes that are prevalent on the Spey and they are
particularly relevant as a means of compensating for the
poor survival rate of Salmon at sea. The Board is grateful to
all of the ghillies, whom it recognises have played such an
active role in persuading so many anglers to co-operate with
the policy”.

2014 Conservation Policy
Following the latest Spey Fishery Board Meeting, the Spey Conservation Policy for 2014 was amended to highlight the
conservation of fish entering the river before the end of May which the Board considers to be of the utmost importance.

CONNECTING THE COMMUNITY TO THE
RIVER
Following its success over the last 3 years, the Spey
Catchment Initiative has been extended for a further 3
years through the continued support of SNH, CNPA, SEPA
and new project partner, Diageo. SFB Project Officer, Liz
Henderson, and SFB Operations Manager, Duncan
Ferguson, will continue to scope, manage and deliver a
range of river bank enhancement and restoration projects,
which will improve the quality of the catchment’s
watercourses and restore habitat for salmon and trout.
SFB Bailiffs assisted with gathering riparian data, by carrying
out a walkover of parts of the Spey Catchment during the
winter months, as part of an audit by the Initiative on the
water margins. This information will be analysed to produce
a targeted action plan for the delivery of riparian
enhancement projects during the next 3 years.

Top Left: Footbridge under construction.
Bottom Left: Base construction of the spur path.

The Project Officer has also planned and coordinated the
construction of a riverside park on the banks of the River
Spey at Aviemore. The aim was to connect the community
to its iconic river through the creation of a riverside path
network, whilst also improving the riparian environment
and water quality of the Milton Burn, a tributary of the
River Spey, through the removal of diffuse pollution
hotspots and the planting of riparian trees. The lower
reaches of Milton Burn is an important spawning area for
both salmon and trout.
Nearly 1000m of footpaths have been laid, a small
footbridge constructed and 1200m of protective fencing
installed. A total of 1500 trees are due to be planted in the
Spring and it is hoped to have interpretation panels
installed, in due course, which will explain the importance
of the river and its protected species, including salmon.

Top Right: ‘Golpa Grass’ (ground reinforcement grids) being
laid on the floodplain.
Bottom Right: Spur path completed.
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Salmon Goes to School Project 2014
The start of the year has been a busy time for school visits. The
Salmon in the Classroom programme got under way in
February as eggs in the hatchery began to hatch. This year we
have Milne’s Primary in Fochabers, Inveravon Primary and
Rothes Primary all taking part. All the pupils paid careful
attention to a lesson about salmon, and how best to look after
the eggs, and were looking forward to watching them grow
and develop.

Visits have also been paid to other schools to deliver the new
Pearls in the Classroom programme, which is designed to
educate pupils about the Freshwater Pearl Mussels in the Spey,
and the reasons why population numbers are under threat.
Schools have also taken on mink rafts to monitor, giving the
pupils a chance to connect with nature and hopefully see some
evidence of wildlife in their area.

Rothes pupils playing the snakes and ladders style
salmon board game!

2013 ANNUAL REPORT
The latest Spey Fishery Board Annual Report is now available.
The report extends to over 60 pages and provides a very
comprehensive summary of the work of the Spey Fishery Board and
the Spey Foundation. Within the report are details of:













Aquaculture & Fisheries (Scotland) Act 2013
Genetic Analysis Project
Spey Catchment Initiative
Salmon Stocking on the Spey
Invertebrate Sampling
Juvenile Surveys
Salmon Fry Index
Predator Control
Fishery Protection
Publicity
Water Abstraction Update
Administration & Staffing

The report can be downloaded from the Spey Fishery Board website
at www.speyfisheryboard.com
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