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2013 Fishing Season Underway!
The River Spey’s 2013 Salmon Fishing Season began
with the Annual Opening Ceremony in Aberlour on
Monday 11th February. As keen anglers gathered for the
Ceremony, the river was opened by Ian Millar, Global
Brand Ambassador for Glenfiddich, co–sponsors of the
event with Walkers Shortbread. A prayer and blessing
were also given by local Minister Shuna Dicks.
Last year’s winner, Bruce Cameron then fulfilled the
time-honoured tradition of pouring a bottle of whisky
into the fast flowing waters of the River Spey – a toast
to bring luck to those in pursuit of the elusive Spring
Salmon - to the accompanying sound of piper Alan
Sinclair the 2013 season officially opened.
Prizes are awarded for the first and largest fish caught
on opening day. The lucky angler who caught the first
of the 2013 season was Davy Leith, fishing on the

Kinermony beat just upstream of Aberlour. This was
the second time Davy had landed the first fish, a great
achievement.
The largest fish was landed by Bill Lasseter on the
Rothes & Aitkenway beat. Bill’s fish of 11lb beating the
9lb fish landed by his son Ross shortly before. One other
opening day fish was landed at Delfur by Alex Robertson.
That evening a prize giving ceremony was held at
the Glenfiddich Distillery . Davy Leith was presented
with the Spey Anniversary Quaich, a bottle of 18 year
old Glenfiddich and a large hamper from Walkers
Shortbread. Ian Millar had also donated a presentation
bottle of 21 year old Glenfiddich for the first fish so
Davy Leith landed quite a haul that day. Bill Lasseter
received a bottle of 18 year old Glenfiddich and a
Walkers hamper for landing the largest fish.

Bruce Cameron giving
a toast for luck

Jock Royan, Kinermony ghillie, and
Davy Leith with their prize haul
Left: Jock Royan about to release the first fish of the 2013 season. Above: Bill
Lasseter captor of the largest opening day fish with Mike Ewan, Rothes ghillie
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2012 season report
The reported rod catches in 2012 amounted to 7,490
Salmon and Grilse with 1,680 sea trout caught, 15% and
13% respectively down on the previous year. For salmon
the early part of the 2012 season produced a spring catch
(between 11th February and 30th April) of 441 fish,
slightly below the 535 caught for the same period in 2011,
but above the 334 caught for the same period in 2010.
A further 852 fish were caught in May and 1,312 in
June. This brought the catch for February – June to a
total of 2,605, some-what below the 3,869 caught during
the same period in 2011, but better than the 2,154 caught
during the same period in 2010. July was the best month
of the season producing 2,175 salmon and grilse, with
1,631 in August and 1,079 in September. The overall catch
was down on recent years although catches in the lower
river held up well in comparison to the middle and upper.
Closer scrutiny of the catch shows that the trend for
lower numbers of grilse continues with the number of
salmon landed relatively stable. The figures from Gordon
Castle show that the average weight of salmon landed in
their beats over the last three years were as follows: 6.2lb
in 2010, 7.7lb in 2011 and 9lb in 2012, a remarkable
increase over three seasons. A number of large fish were
landed including six over 30lb. Regular Spey angler and
consultant editor for Trout & Salmon magazine, Sandy
Leventon, caught a magnificent 30-32lb spring fish at
Castle Grant Beat 2, which was subsequently entered for
the Savills Malloch Trophy Challenge . Although it was
not the winning entry, it was greatly admired by all of
the judges.

Conservation Policy

Allt Lorgy restoration

The Spey Fishery Board conservation policy was
launched in 2003. The emphasis of the policy was to
protect the early running multi-sea winter salmon.
Most of the larger fish, a high proportion of which are
female, arrive in the river in the early months and these
are the fish which have the potential to make the most
significant contribution to successful spawning and are
likely to be the fish which spawn in the upper reaches
of the catchment. Studies by the former Spey Research
Trust (now the Spey Foundation) have also shown that
these fish are particularly vulnerable to capture and recapture having been released.
The release rate in 2012 was 85%, an increase on the
overall 82% achieved for the preceding year. For a
voluntary policy to achieve such a high release rate is
commendable and we are grateful to all proprietors,
ghillies and anglers for their support for the policy. In
total, 6,354 Salmon and Grilse were released to spawn in
2012. Nonetheless, with over 200 fish retained by
anglers to the end of May 2012, the SFB has become
increasingly concerned about the conservation of the
Spring component of the Spey’s stock. The Board
attaches the utmost importance to the conservation
of these fish and has decided to urge anglers to
release these fish if at all possible. The aim of the
conservation policy is to reduce the exploitation
level of the extremely valuable spring fish. See
www.speyfisheryboard.com for full details.

A recent pilot river restoration project was conducted
along a modified section of the Allt Lorgy, a tributary
of the River Dulnain above Carrbridge, which had been
artificially straightened for agricultural purposes. The
aim of the project was to identify an area where natural
flood management techniques could be used to allow
the burn to assume a more natural state. This process
involved removing large artificial flood embankments,
instream boulders, rocks and other constraints, that
over a period of time had confined the burn to a single
relatively featureless channel.
A scoping study and design work was completed in
March 2012 by Dr H. Moir of CBec Engineering Ltd, a
company which specialises in eco engineering, focussing
on floodplain and channel management. The practical
work took place in September and over a period of 6 days,
five gravel embankments were lowered, boulders removed
and large woody debris structures were introduced in key
locations. The lowered embankments were re-turfed and

plants relocated to leave the site in a good natural state.
Trees, donated by the Woodland Trust, will be planted
along the bank to create shading required for good fish
habitat. Over time this should enable the burn to reestablish a multi braided watercourse and will restore the
morphology and habitats in the area.
The project was led by Duncan Ferguson, Operations
Manager and Liz Henderson, Project Officer for the Spey
Fishery Board as part of the Spey Catchment Initiative,
with the support of Seafield Estate and funded by SEPA
and Cairngorms National Park Authority.
As one of the first projects of its kind in Scotland, the
site will be monitored to gather data which will include
topological resurveys, electrofishing, habitat surveys and
point photography. This is vital to measure the success
in the longer term. In time it is hoped that the burn
and surrounding habitat will improve, creating a more
diverse ecological environment, providing ideal salmon
and trout spawning and nursery areas.

Gravel flood embankments before (left) and after lowering (right)

Sandy Leventon returning his magnificent May 2012 Spey salmon

Rock armouring on meander before removal (left) and (right) replaced with large woody debris
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The Salmon Fishing Forum help improve habitat
Members of The Salmon Fishing Forum http://salmo.
proboards.com/index raised almost £1800 in 2012
through a charity auction organised by Spey ghillie
Jock Royan. This money was donated to the Spey
Foundation with the proviso that it should be used
to improve habitat in the Spey catchment. Bankside
fencing and tree planting in the Glenbeg Burn were
identified as a suitable project. These habitat works,
which are to be located downstream of the A95 trunk
road culvert, will complement the imminent fish

passage improvements. Baffles, to slow the flow and
provide resting places for fish, are due to be fitted in the
concrete culvert under the A95 road just upstream of
Grantown. At 38m long the culvert is known to prevent
fish access depending on water levels. The habitat
upstream of the culvert is excellent, but electrofishing
surveys in 2011 found missing year classes of salmon,
a sure sign of access problems. More details will be
provided on this project in the Spey Blog on the SFB
website.

A95 road culvert upstream of Grantown

Excellent habitat in the upper Glenbeg Burn

2012 Annual Report
The latest Spey Fishery Board Annual report is now available. Extending to over 60
pages the report provides a very comprehensive summary of the activities of the Fishery
Board and the Spey Foundation during 2012. Details of catches, habitat improvements,
stocking , staffing and other management activities are included as well as summaries
of consultations, publicity and financial accounts. The Foundation report summaries
the extensive monitoring programme undertaken throughout the catchment, including
mainstem salmon fry index and tributary surveys. The results of the smolt trapping in
the Truim and Tromie, where the 2012 smolt numbers were double that recorded in
previous years, are also included.
The report is available to download at the Spey Fishery Board website.
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